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LIEUTENANT COLONEL WALTER ASTON 


By 
MINNIE GARTHWAITE COOK 
(Mrs,Henry Lowell Cook) 





"Here Lyeth interred the body of leftenant 
Colonell Walter Aston who died the 6th 
April 1656, He was Aged 
49 yeares And 
Lived in this country 38 yeares 
Also here lyeth the Body of Walter Aston 
the son of Leftenant Collonel Walter Aston 
who departed this life ye 29th of Ianuari 1666 
Aged 27 Yeares & 7 Monthes" 
(Vol. 4,William and Mary Quarterly,p,144)* 
We learn from this epitaph, taken from the tomb of Lt, 
Col. Walter Aston and his son at Westover church, that the father 
came to Virginia about 1628, at the age of 21 years, "Go West, 
young man," was in practice some two centuries and a half before 
Henry Ward Beecher framed that famous slogan, 

That young Aston came with influential backing is in- 
dicated by the fact that im about a year's time from his arrival, 
(1629-30) he was serving as a member of the Virginia Assembly, at 
which time he represented Shirley Hundred Island, At the next As= 

} _ sembly, February and March 1631-3, he represented four districtg-. 
"Both Shirley Hundreds, Mr,Farrar's and Chaplain's"; and was one 
of the signers of the petition, dated March 6,1631[2], to the 
; . ¢ 
Privy Council in regard to lands and tobacco, At the fall and wine 
: ter session,1632=-3, he represented Shirley Hundred Maine and"Caus- 
ey's Care", the latter district taking its name from"Nathaniel Cau 
MK, gent", who came to Virginia with the "Firet Supply",1607-8, his 
wife, Thomasine, joining him the next year, It was not until Decem 


ber 10,1620 that ented the 200 acres due himself and wife as 


A 
"ancient planters"- that is/*fesidents of Virginia before the the 


departure of Governor Dale in 1616. , 
ag Coeey, 
This property, known 


9 Card? 
until absorbed by 






the Byrd estate, me=iG@euseete Sane was acquired by deed from Thom 
as Causey, heir of Nathaniel, by Walter Aston and wife Warbrow or 


Norbrow, February 7,1634-5, On July 26,1638, "Scquirea an addition- 
al a "near Shirley Hundreds"/Ad on Kymage's Oreek, for the 
importation of ten persons, one of whom was a James Jefferson, On 
October 15,1641, he was allowed an additional 250 acres by order 
of the court but tented until April 10,1643. On 
August 12,1646, he took out a "blanket patent" confirming the en- 
tire estate of 1040 acres, 

din 1634, the politioal dividions of Virginia were changed 
from districts, usually known as "plantations" or"hundreds", to 
counties, Walter Aston represented his county of Charles City at 
the Assembly of 1642-3, at which time he, Rice Hooe, Walter Chiles 
and two others were authorized by the Assembly"to undertake the 
discovery of a new siver or unknown land" to the southwest of the 
Appomattox, No record of this exploration is extant so far as this 
writer knows, Thereafter until his death, he served almost contin- 
uously as Commissioner or Justice of the Peace and as ,ieutenant 
Col@nel for Charles City County. 

Nothing islmown of his first wife but her given name. 

It is not known with certainty that she was mother of all his chile 
dren, The will of Walter Aston,Jr,, mentions "loving Mother Mrs, 
Hannah Will", According to Mr,James Branch Cabell, she wes Hannah 
Jordan, (Majors and Their Marriages,p.37). On January 35,1656-7, 
the Charles City Court granted to "Mrs,Hanna Aston, his Relict", 
permission to probate the will of Lieutenant Colonel Walter Aston, 
The "Relict" is said to have married Colonel Edward Hill. (Majors 
and Their Marriages,27). 
Lt.Col, Walter Aston left issue: 
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1,Susanna Aston,,married as his second wife, Col.Edward Major of Nanse- 

mond, According to an old manuscript, she died 1663 wibh- 

} out issue, leaving a will in whébk’,named nephews John Cox, 
Thomas Binns; and niece Susan Binns. (Majors and Their 
Marriages,24-5), Susannah is not named in her brother's 
will, dated December 31,1666, as were her two sisters, 

2. Walter Aston, Jr.,died unmarried 29 January,1666-7, He inherited 
Causey's Care, which, with other property, for reasons 
unknown, he willed to Mr.George Harris, merchant, of 
Westover, After passing thru several ownerships by will 
and deed, the estate fell to William Byrd,Jr., in Decem 
ber,1684, to which fact we owe the preservation of the 
all-important will of Walter Aston,Jr. That astute bus- 
iness man,Col,William Byrd II, recorded in what is known 





as "Byrd's Book of Title Deeds", all the available docu- 
ments bearing upon the titles to his lamds, including 
the will of Walter Aston,Jr, 
3, Mary Aston married, as his second wife, Col.,Richard Cocke I, of 
"Bremo", Henrico Co,,Virginia. By his first wife, name 
| unknown, Richard Cocke had sons Richard and Thomas, as 
proven by his will which, xuak "my loving wife 
Mary Cock and my two sons Thomas and Richard Cocke Senr 
Executors of this my Will appointing my Wife the Guard- 
ian for all my younger children JKSGQX $e spi aden 
WOR AnOG Da PrOGhOR BORN OF HER-UNTIL THEY OOME OF 
AGE & in case of her_decesse then my said sons Tho: ae 


* Gee RSCS 1 TROT Dk es : he Seg wth 


Crp a 
Richd, *® VEEP ELS jes aa see (ot ale pict. Lele POE Oe 


sonall Estate I do hereby agknowjedge that all the Cat- 


tle of my eldest son Richard H bei f 
oa Mi will Bhearns ss a all = : es ehaarive! untae wnite Be ail 


| nn 






4 
tinct mark and all inoum by my Cozen Daniell & the two Ne- 
groes do proply belong to him by gift from his Mother 
which I hereby confirm they being never reputed by me as 
any part of my Estate, myxwixegxthixdgxbeingxdedusted as 
for the rest of my Estate my wiveg thirdg being deducted 
I give to be equally divided between my Children by my 


present Wife en ei Cocke" 
lie eae glance, it would seem Chak Se ary 8 an 


out of any share in the personal estate; but thaX "wives 
thirdg"indicateg that Richard Cocke did what should be 
compelled by law- recognized the dead wife's claim toa 
third,for the benefit of her children, On the easy assump- 
tion that the first wife was dead and not divorced, it 
would seem that this provision for her third, like the 
special gift to Richard the elder, was in compliance with 
some prior agreement or contract whereby the two children 
by the first wife- Richard and Thomas- were to share e- 
qually in their mother's arty in as much as the will 
makes no provision whatever for the disposition of that 
third, As Thomas appeared to have the full confidence of 
his father as shown in other ways, there could heve been 


no desire on the father's part to deprive Thomas of &@ 


share in the personal estate, Mouce Me aterinplios Hest 


The*younger | children" who’certainly were Mary 
@aske Aston Cocke's, as named in Richard's will, were; 
William, J9hn, Flizabeth and "Richard the younger", The 
Will of Walter Aston,Jr., written fourteen months later ~ 
than mene 8, Segrnnee another son,Edward, possibly a 
posthumous child,of whom nothing more is known, 


Adres 
4,Elizabeth Scsel ‘ccesttad first,Thomas Binns; secondly,Francis Mason 
of a ee m, both eee rors S50 ee 
j AMetctuit~, p. 440 (/%2 0 se 


ee al 
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Like true love, the course of pedigrees "never runs smooth", 


Forlne thing, it hardly lies within human possibility to handle the 





mass of minute detail that goes to make wa genealogy off any length, 

and avoid all error, Many other elements enter Ase Acar such a dupli- 

cation of Christian names even in the immediate ie es as, , * 
marriages among close wlations; varients in the spelling of proper 

names; vaguely worded records, not to mertion clerical errors and a 

host of other conditions which may lead the keenest minds and best | 
trained experts to differ in their deductions, The greatest pitfall 

of the historian and more especially of the genealogist, is the temp- | 
tation to trust to memory in quoting what he or she has gone ower 
thoroughly at some former time, and so lighten the crushing burden of 
verifying every minute item before committing it to paper amd‘ print, 

But wale, is the most exacting of taskmasters and "He not be slight. 

ed with impunity. Sooner arses, jater the "slacker" is sure to trip, 


This writer das not know of a single expert who is immune; and has to 
confess to having slipped @p mofe than once in taking the short-cut 
of trusting to memory. 

Tt is, therefore, in no hypercritical spirit the announce- 
ment is made that because of material errors by English and American 


experts in writing of the Aston family, this article will deal more 


minutely with the antecedents cnduedethe=Guuhe-dessendants-tescontcot 
Aca 

Walter Aston than a mere sketch of a person would ordinarily, permis, : 

It is not alone for genealogical accuracy that this is done; but equal- 


ly for the reason that the English records introduced to correct er- 


ror, are highly illuminating in regard to social and economic condi- 
tions that made up much of the English background of American foundadieny, 





"Fuller, speaking of the Astons says:' A more noble family 
measuring on the level of flat anktiguttz and inadvantaged 
antiquity, is not to be met with; they have ever borne a 
good respect to the church and learned men'", 
(Burke's "Extinct Peerages",p.13)* 
Randal or Randulph de Astona, the first of record, was father of 
Roger de Aston, who in 1260, obtained from Roger de Moland, Bishop of 
Lichfield, the manors of Heywood and Longdon and the keeping of 
the game in Caukwood, all in Staffordshire, He had 
Roger de Aston, living in 1291, who had 
Roger de Aston, living 1363, who was father of 
Sir Thomas de Aston,Knt., who served under John of Gaunt, a fact in 
which his descendants can take but little pride, He married Eliza 
beth, sister and comheir of Reginald de Leigh (given by some as 
"Lee"), and had 
sister 
Sir Roger de Aston,Xnt.# who married Joyes, (ane authority says daugh- 
ter) and co-heir of Sir Baldwin de Freville, Thru her Sir Roger 
acquired large estates in co Warwick. He served as Sheriff of 
Staffordshire in B6igm of Henry VI; and was one of the"prime 
gentry" returned by the commissioners for that county in 1433, He 
* In the voltminous "Collections for a History of Staffordshire"- us— 
ually referred to as "Historical Collections of Staffordshire", the 
abbreviation of which will be used in citing that work herein, (edited 
by the William Salt Archaeological Society), are numerous Aston ped- 
igrees taken from the various Staffordshire Visitations and other ear- 
ly manuscripts. They and the one in Burke's "Extinot Peerages"(1883), 
agree in the main, each occasionally supplementing the other in minor 
detail, The English line of the Astons given here is a compilation 
of all of them in so far as they do not conflict, As the "Collections! 
which are admirably indexed; and Burke, who gives the families in al- 
phabetical order in his Extinct Peerages, are to be found in all the 


leading genealogical libraries in this country, specific citations 
seem unnecessary wherein the several authorities are in accord, 


# The three preceding generations are intentionally skipped by Burke 
who merely states that this Roger is "fifth in descent", (inclusive) 
from the first Roger. The omissions are filled in here from Lord Hath~- 
erton's manuscript as given in Volume Lil of the Hist,Col1.Staff. ,part 
3, pages 37-9, 
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died in 1447, leaving son 

Sir Robert de Aston,Knt.,"of Parkhall and Heywood in Staffordshire", 
who married, second, Isabel, daughter of Sir William Brereton, co 
Stafford, and had 

Sir John de Aston, Knt,, Sheriff for Staffordshire in 16 Edward IV, 
He died 1483, having married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir John Del- 
vis,Knt., of Dodrington, co.Chester, leaving 

Sir John de Aston, K.B. [Knight of the Bath] of Tixall, co Stafford, 
He was of great eminence in the reigns of the first two sovereigns 
of the House of Tudor; was with Henry VIII in the French wag of 
1513; and was made banneret ( that is, commissioned to ride before 
the King carrying the royal banner), for his conduct at the battle 
of Spurs. He obtained renown, also, at the seige of Rerouin and 
Tourney; served as Sheriff for the counties of Leicester and War- 
wickg and thrice for Staffordshire, He married Joan or Johanna, 
only child [and therefore sole heir] of Sir William Littleton, of 
Frankley, co Worcester (of royal and Magna Charta descent). It 
was from the younger brother of this Sir William, that the Little- 
tons of Virginia descended, Thru Joan Littleton, Sir John acquired 
the manors of Onlip (or Wanlip) in co Leicester, and Tixall in co 
Stafford. He died leaving a second son,William, of whom we shall 
hear later, and his"son and heir", 

Sir Edward Aston,Knt.,"who built a stately mansion at Tixall, the ruins 
of which are still remaining"@Burke,1883}. He married twice, Au 
thorities differ as to which was first wife, the majority giving 
Mary Vernon. Only one names Mary as the mother of his children, One 
begs the question by simply naming both wives and naming the chil- 
dren, phe rest, including Burke, claim that the mother was Joan, 


daughter of Sir Thomas Bowles of Penho, co Carnarvom, one of the 
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Baxeus a/igkxone quer. Joan died 15 September,1563, and Sir Edward died 1568, 


leaving three sons, as follows: 


I, Sir walter Aston, "son and heir", who married Elizabeth 
Leveson, by whom he hed issue: 
a, Sir Edward Aston, m, Anna Lucy by whom he had, among 
others, r Walte L Aston. 
bv. Robert Aston roe seriell", who had three sons, William 
Robert and John, the last two dying young. Wil- 
liam had daughter Frances, who, April 28,1647, 


m, John Whitehall, into whose family she took 
| = estate of Parkhall. 
c,Richard, d.s.p. 


. d. William"of Milwick", ance f 6 ord Ast 
" e, Hastings, died unm, f.,Devereus, died unms;& 5 daughters, © 


3z, rried Elizabeth, relict 
of Thomas Creswell.[ per Visitation of London, 1634 “was 
a n€ + it now : né 


of Longdon,and ¢ 
of whom, later 


i= 





III, Anthony Aston, third son of Sir Edward was called "of Parkhall," 
[Note that his nephew,Robert, above, was later "of Parkhall"; | 
and that Robert's grand daughter, Frances, carried the es- . 
tate of Parkhall out of the family. According to a foot 
note to pedigree in Vol, III of Hist,Coll, Staff, ,Part 3, 
Anthony married widow of Henry Borough of Stowe, co Line 
peng had, lEdward, a te peal unnemed; 3nd, a 
son Walter who had a son Walter. 





Sir Edward Aston also had daughters: 
I,Maria, who married Simon Haroburt, ancestor of Earl of Harcourt. 
II, Catherine, who married Sir William Gresley of Derbgphire 
III, Frances who m,Robert Needham, ancestor of Earl of Kilmorey 














IV, Elizabeth who m, ------Lawley of co Salop. 4 

SS Se ae Oe OM Oe Pe a as hy Fe a a ae a Oe ae ee a eee 

The Aston genealogies in the Staffordshire Collections 
| and the one in Burke leave Lgo on, andxwifexKiizabethy as 
| second son of Sir Edwafd?, ow’ further mention, so we must turn 
es to t Saf tee London" ag 1634, which contains the only see 
| . record of Leonard's, descendants, demosmmt=e>trteswerhss Boe viscl ALadern 
Hs) feds pest oo povees fn vbass Wiatationn bao kiocn peaticbed waste cvciin Cocky 
t When making their rounds or "Visitations" in 1634 to 


G@heck up all claims to coat armor within their territory, the Lon- 

don Heralds had to enter into their own records, enough Astpn 

: generations to carry the line tm of Lt.Col,walter Aston's brothers, 

then living in London, back to the parent tree of Tixall- which | 
| meant to the father of Leonard Aston of Longdon, In doing this, 

they gave Leonard as the sefond son of his own elder brother, Sir 
Walter, instead of second son of his father, Sir Edward, That the 


line as given above is correct,and that of the Visitation of y,on- | 
donimestxedis proven by the record of a transaction in 1543(33 net ails 
tee aii 
, '. —a/l/li 


K 
<a 
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/SPPERSwnereby the manor of Milwick was to poss, "after William 


Aston's life interest expires. to Edward Aston his brother for life, 
and then to LEONARD ASTON,SON OF EDWARD, for life, remainder to Ed- 


ward's right heire"(Hist.Coll, of Staff, Vol, XII,p.161) 
An act recorded some 16 or 17 years later, clinches the mat- 
ter still more firmly: 


" At three weeks from the day of Holy Trinity. JE1izabeth, 
“And afterwards recorded on the Octaves of St Michael, 
1 Elizabeth [1588-9] 


"Between Robert Aston and Richard Blurton, com 
Plainants, and Edward Aston,knight, Walte sto 
h e 


and heir apparent of the said Edward, 
ae cf the ais fae deforciants of 4 messuages, 

ofts, a water ; B00 acres of land, 100 acres 
of meadow, 300 acres of pasture, 100 acres of wood, 
and 12d rent in Longdon, Kings Bromley, Elmehurst 
and Curborowe, 

"The deforciants acknowledged the said tenements, 

which they have demised to LEONARD ASTON,GENTLEMAN, 
ONE OF THE SONS OF THE SAID EDWARD, for a term of 80 
years, commencing immediately after the decease of the 
said Edward, to be the right of Robert, for which Robert 
and Richard granted them to Edward fdr life, with re- 
mainder to the said Walter and Elizabeth, and their 
issue, and failing such, to the right heirs of Edward 
for ever" (Hist,Coll, Staff.Vol.XII,p. 337) 





These records not only establish beyond doubt the true 
parentage of Leonard Aston of Longdon, but are of especial interest 
in showing one of the methods adopted by "persons of quality", when 
they have minor estates to pass around for life tenures among their 
younger sons to enable them to live in a style befitting the father's 
dignity, Every one is familiar with the English law that permitted 
the entailment of estates- "in tail male", that is, fo pass from 
eldest son to eldest son in perpetuity. Few Americans, however, know 
of the practice of providing for life tenures for younger sons from 
generation to generation, as in the case of Milwick, In 1543, we 


find it in the possession of William Aston, second son of Sir jsohn 


and Joan Littleton Aston and younger brother to Sir Edward. The court 
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record was to insure the passage of that manor from Edward's younger 
brother to Edward's segond son, Leonard; and thence, at Leonard's 
death, to Edward's "right heirs", that is, to the issue of Edward's 
heir at law, who was Sir Walter, u&x%uextinss As the foregoing pedi- 
gree shows, Milwick was later in the possession of one of Sir Walter's 
younger sons, "William of Milwick", 

In the wnat’ Ul, Tedetes and the other three messuages or 
manor houses and @ppurtenances(which included the land immediately be- 
longing to each) mentioned in the above record, Sir Edward appears to 
have provided for Leonard's son as well as for Leonard himself; and 
in doing so, it was necessary to get the consent of the heir at law 
and his wife (ff# Walter and Elizabeth; Walter had not then been 
knighted); and also, Walter's second son, Robert, Robert at that time 
(1558-9)must have been under age; and sa Richard Blurton apparently 
was acting as his representative or guardian. Wardships were still 
common, even when both parents were living, It was only a few yéars 
before that poor little Lady Jane Grey was turned over by her parents 
as ward to the despicable Thomas Seymour, 

It would seem that Robert relinquished his claim only 
for the lifetime of Sir Edward; but some later compromise must have 
been reached- possibly by the settling of Parkhall upon Robert in 
fee simple, after the expiration of the life interest of his uncle. 
Anthong, since Robert's own grand daughter owned it in fee simple and 
so took it out of the name of Aston when she married, 

At any rate, Leonard and his son Walter certainly enjoyed 
at least two of the messuages of which “nggsh Longdon was one, as 


shown by later records, so we have 


LEONARD ASTON,"gentleman, of Longdon, co Stafford", second son of 
Sir pdward Aston of Tixall; who married "Elizabeth Barton", ace 








il 


cording to two authorities, The others refer to her &s "widow" 
or "relict" of Thomas Reg Creswell. There is record of a suit 
against John Hartwell unole of the infant daughters aged i year 
and 2 years respectively- of Thomas Ofeswell; suit instituted 
in the names of "Leonard Aston and Elizabeth his wife, late the 
wife of the daid Creswell", and in the name of the two children, 
(Hist Coll. Staff.Vol.XI,p.168) One wonders if the uncle's name 
really was John Creswell, and he a brother of Thomas, since 
Elizabeth's maiden name is given as Barton in two genealogies, 
Scribes often played havoc with proper names in those days, 

ay Leonard and Elizabeth had issue: 

RE Walter Aston}gentleman, of Staffordshire", who married Joyce Nason 

of Rougham, co Warwick. "On the Octaves of St, Michael,14 James I 

(1617] Between Walter Adye, complainant, and Walter Aston, gen- 
tleman, and Joyce, his wife, deforciants of 3 messuages, 2 barns 
@ garden, an orchard, 7 acres of land, 6 acres of meadow, Sacres 
of pasture, 4 acres of wood in Longdon. 


"Walter Aston and Joyce remitted all right to Walter 





Adye and his heirs, for which Walter Adye gave them £41," 
(Hist.Coll. Staff. New Series, Vol,6,Part L,p,17). 
Walter and Joyce had issue: 
1. Thomas Aston,eldest son, "liveth at Kilbarry in Ireland" 
8.Simon Aston,"of London,Grocer,A'o 1634, who married 
Elizabeth , daughter of John Wheelzt of London, merchant," 
The will of Simon Aston "Citizen & Grocer of London" 
dated 2 August,1638,proved 15 August,1638, gives half 
of "goods" to wife Elizabeth who is named exor. "To 


Mothe e um", Names only part of his children, 


(Va. Mag. Hist.& Biog.Vol.34,p.66 ), The will of his wife 








Cn a, 
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"Elizabeth Aston,widow", gives to "three sons,William, Simon 
and Robert Aston, £200 apiece at their several ages", She men- 
tions also,"eldest daughter Ann Aston" and "youngest daughter 
Sarah Aston", and "mg five children", She asked to be buried . 
my Di father John Wheeler". (Ibid. ) 

3, Walter Aston, *noy in he West In es", of whom later, 
Stitt taasan. Gan eye 
4. Robert fr "of London, grocer,’ A'o 1634, who married Sarah, daugh- 
ter of John Stourton in co Nottingham, gent, and had issue, 
Simon and Robert", Robert was named as one of. the overseers 


of his brother Simon'® will. 





It does not appear who the Walter Adye was to whom Wal- 
ter and Joyce Aston transferred their title to property at Longdon, 
It may have been simply a sub-lease, as it were, for the rest of 
their 80 year tenure, which,dating from the death of Sir Edward As- 
ton, in 1568, still had some 30 years to run, at the time of this 
transaction. In all 11 £1 thood, Adye was a claimant thru mortgage on 
the £££%8 temporary title, since we find Simon, later, apparently 
supporting his mother, 

Be that as it may, we find Walter Aston and wife joyce, 
in 1617, relinquishing holdings at Longdon; and a few years later, 
1634, their children, axzexusatitaxed:texfoxretguxpartsxandxinxtrasex 
no longer of the landed gentry, scattered in foreign parts and in 
trade. So it was- and is- with younger sons of younger sons of 
younger sons, &c &c, Often, thru influence, thru advantageous mar- 
riages and thru personal merit, they attain/distinction and titles 
of Sole ot tmhawie ta hehege and law practices- all 
of which were bought in England up to the World War, and church 


"livings", helped out but not very far. So the majority passed 
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| 
| 


down,and out of sight, for the most part, as did, apparently the 





cers of pondon, tho’ of royal and Magna Charta descent, 


offspring of Lt.Col,Walter Aston's brothers, Simon and Robert, gro- | 
This downward tide into amd thru England's middle classes 


met an upward £idws one of the more ambitious among those in humbler 
walks, the two constantly intermarrying. It was(and is)from the 


more successful of this amalgamation that England's constantly di- 


minishing peerage Yeo ei eP ted, As Macaulay so aptly put it: Eng- 


lish a#istocracy | 


"was constantly receiving members from the people, and 
constantly sending down members to mingle with the peo- 
pie.... There was therefore here no line like that which 
in some other countries divided patrician and plebian, 
The yeoman was not inclined to murmur at dignities to 
which his own children might rise. fhe grandee was not 
inclined to insult a class into which his own children 
must descend..... Thus our democracy was, from an early 
period, the most aristocratic, and our aristocracy the 
most democratic in the world; a pectliarity which has 
lasted down to the present day, and which has produced 
many important moral and political effects", 
(Macaulay's History of England, Vol.l,pp 45-6) 





peexages As the Aston family furnishes an instance of how Eng2ish 


BSSxKgSE 4 
peerages dwindle, Gitta mestar Mere (GaP AG) Whe BLY Gays 2 ag) at 





Gad GExPaoRGE it may be of interest to note it here: The first 





- Lord Aston's line in the male descent died off with the 5th Baron, 
F who died abroad, unmarried, The title and estates then reverted 
to the great grandson of the first Lord's youngest brother, Wil- 
liam of Milwick, noted in the foregoing pedigree, who succeeded 
as 6th Lord Aston, We died Wrage ies and was succeeded by his 
brother, who diss’ base einethe. At the death of this 7th Lord 
Aston, the honors fell to a cousin, Walter Aston, who at the time, 
was following the trade of watchmaker, This Walter had a son 
Walter who succeeded as 9th Lord Aston, but having two daughters 
x and no sons, the peerage became extinet Uhre Leck uf/athnr tale daernile 


me bre mm Mer tary days, sok tad ateos 


we 


14 


In view of the numerous erroneously asserted American claims 
to extinct English peerages, it may be well to add, that had Lt.Col. 
Walter Aston living male descendants of the name of Aston, they ‘would 
not be eligible to that peerage for the reason that the original pat- 
ent provided BAF that failing male issue in the first Lord Aston's 
line, the honors should revert to the line of his brother William, 
who, it will be remembered, was the onl} B88 Fino had smREx male de- 
scendants, It is rare indeed that a patent of nobility in England, 
is made to cover all male branches of the name, One of the few is” 

G that of Howard, Dukes of Norfolk, 

What concerns us is, was "Walter Aston, now in the West 
Indies’ one and the same with Walter Aston of Virginia, 16387 

For many years, especially in England, America was sup- 
posed to be a group of Islands much like that of the British Isles- 
twh very large islands surrounded by a lot of smaller ones, one of 
the larger ones being Virginia, the other one Canada. What gave rise 
to this test was the fact that at the same time that Henry Hudson 
followed the river bearing his name to its source, Champlain came 
down from the St,Lawrence and fought the Iriquois on Lake Champlain, 

So it was supposed that the two great rivers, Hudson and St. law 

rence were merely outlets of the long-sought "South Sea". 

As late as December 3,1668, a group of Londonberry men 
issued power of attorney to Anthony Lawson "for Virginia dnd other 
parts of the Weet Indies? and this was recorded in Lower Norfolk in 
1669. (Lower Norfolk Antiquary, Vol.1,p.47). When it is remembered 
that the Herald who located Walter Aston in the West Indies is the 
same one who gave him the wrong great grandfatBes™© st" 8) be bs°Rl dot London, 


stime ates, thru ignorance of geography xmas Walter of Virginia was 


wrongly — * reco ded. "now in the West Indies "ym 1694, Ni aes ao 
bh ats, he thc ab Mak fut peal: 
dA sk get eer ee 
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A letter to the Vicar of Longdon requesting a certifi- 
cate of Walter Aston's birth, in the hope of thus strengthing the 
identy, brought the disappointing answer: 
"I regret to say that I cannot send you the certifi- 
cate of Walter Aston's birth as the Longdon Regis- 


ters have no entries before 1667, I therefore re- 
turn your cheque with thanks,"(Signed)"yours truly, 


J.P. Bygott" 

The name of Aston does not appear anywhere in that exhaustive 
work by Lawrence Archer, "Monumental Inscriptions of the British West 
Indies from the Earliest Date"; nor in any other records of the early 
West Indies, 4, Fhorough search of published /records account be- 
yond question for ke a Signy Pa Aston§, except the grandson of An- 
thony. But there is not a single thing to indicate that such grandson 
ever came to America at any time, anywhere;ae2/ for that matter, shat 
there is not an atom proof offered that Anthony had son and grandson 
named Walter, It is merely asserted in a footnote by the editor of 
the Staffordshire Collections who may have erroneously ascribed Leon- 
ard's son and grandson of that name, to his brother &nthony. Not a sin- 
gle pedigree contains such som and grandson, It would make no differ- 
ence whatever, in the Aston descent, Beh te iter of Virginia prove to 
be grandson of Anthony, in as mich asAfthony and Leonard were own 
brothers, and we know nothing whatever of their wives, except their 
names, There simply wBurax$8, no excuse whatever for remotely suppos- 
ing that a possible grandson of Anthony's came to. Virginia, when we 
know absolutely that a grandson of Leonard's of that name did come to 

America; ‘and thet it was a careless Herald who blundered in his own 
profession of genealogy in which he wes supposed to be expert, who | 
located Leonard's grandson in the West Indies, 


that Walter Aston of Virginia rose almost immediately to 


Fle, Virginia's law-making body, points, as already noted, to probable 


a 


strong ‘influence “at gourt"; and we find that, jiterally, in his near 
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kinsman, Sir Walter, Lord Aston of Forfar, As Walter Aston of Tixall, 

Gos preeent at the coronation of King James I, on which occasion 
he was made Knight of the Bath, altho but 19 years of age, He was a 
member of the Virginia Company; was created a baronet in 1611, While 
serving as Ambassador to Spain,(1620-25), he negotiated the marriagge 
between Charles I- then Prince of Wales, and the Infant“a of Spain, 
for which service he was created Baron Aston of Forfar, on November 8, 
1627. It was close ao iE tk adage) Walter of Longdon came 
to Virginia. 

ym 1611, when the King James version of the Bible appeared 
and James became insistent upon recognition of the established church, 
there was a heavy exodus of English and Scotch to Ireland (hence the 
Scotch Irish). colonization there and in America gave an increased 
impetus to trade, especially the grocery trade, since all supplies 
had to be shipped from England until the colonists were sufficiently 
established to produce suffim their own food, So we find Lord Aston's 
relatives , probably co-operating with him, in the best openingdof 
the times; and certainly, so far as Walter of Virginia was concerned, 
enjoying unusual advancement,amxkts up to the time of Lord Aston's 
death in 1639, Walter Aston served in the Virginia Assembly but 
once after that, but was in continuous service in his own county, of 
6harles City. 

&s though Hatterxkad Lt.Col.Walter Aston had not suf- 
fered enough genealogically at the hands of the English, American 
experts had to take a fling at his posterity, His own will is not 
extant; but those of his son,Walter Jr., and of his son-in-law,Col, 
Richard Cocke I, of "Bremo", prove that at least four of Richard 


Cocke's children were the children of his second wife, Mary Aston, 


Neither of these wills has been printed in full- to this writer's 
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knowledge,nor even quoted at length, tho both have been frequently re- 
ferred to, Many years ago, a misleading abstract of the will of Walter 
Jr., was printed in Volume 4 of the William and Mary Quarterly (p,148) 
in which Walter is made to say, in effect, that if godsons John and 
Edward Cocke, sons of Richard Cocke should both die, certain bequests 
to them should go "to the rest of the children", 
What the will really says is:"...the Survivor to have the 
whole Ten Thousand, & in case both die to be divided among THE REST 
OF MY SISTER COCKE'S CHILDREN", 
Now, altho, as stated before, the Virginia Historical Society 7 
is in possession of a copy in full of the will of Walter Aston,Jr., that 
misleading abstract in the William and Mary Quarterly was reprinted, 
years later, in volume 24 of the Virginia Magazine of History and Biog- 
raphy (p.@8), varied to read "to the other children" 
Some years ago, this writer submitted the name of Lt.Col, 
Aston as a cpp tediiitext Dames ancestor. The claim was based wholly on 
circumstantial evidence, the abstract in the Quarterly being the chief 
basis of the claim, never having seen a copy of either Richard Cocke's 
or Walter Aston's will. 
The editor of the Virginia Magazine, as official genealo- 
gist of the Virginia Colonial Dames, also depending upon that mislead- 
ing abstract instead of consulting the full will he had at hand, denied 
the claim ie, he said, Walter Aston spoke of the children merely 
as Richard Cocke's; and therefore the assumption was they were not Mary 
Cocke's, as Walter @eeks Aston would undoubtedly have referred to them 
‘as hers had she been their mother, And a ere was no way of provi 
that any of Richard Cocke's children were hers,Lt.Col,Aston could not 
be claimed thru her. 


Beoause of the eminence of the editors of those two mag- 
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azines, that abstract was accepted at its face value for years. It is 
because of their eminence that the incident is stressed here- not in 
criticism of them, but to impress upon others the vital importance of 
requiring of genealogists VERIFIED COPIES IN FULL of every document 
cited in suppozst of a claim, That person never has lived, never will 
live, who has been or ever can be sure of grasping the whole signifi- 
cance of every will, deed, grant or other document perused; and the 
chances are that in most cases, the very crux of a matter may lie in 
the deletions, just as in the case of the omitted words,"my sister 
Cocke's" pt gee will, Not only that, it is of the greatest 
importance that all d@cuments bearing upon any given subject or line 
should be preserved in full because new material is constantly being 


discovered that throws wholly new light on that previously in hand, 


upsetting long-accepted deductions, 
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In view of the numerous erroneously asserted American claims to 
extinct British peerages, it may be well to explain that if there were 
living descendants of Lt.Col. Walter Aston of the name of Aston, they 
would not be eligible to that peerage;for the reason that the original 
patent provided that failing male heirs in the first Lord's own and his 
brother's lines, the honor should devolve upon his uncle, William of 
Milwick, who, it will be remembered, was the only uncle who left male 
issue, Leonard Aston, being a great uncle, did not come within the 
limits of the patent creating the baronage. It is rare indeed that a 
patent of nobility in England is made to cover all branches, One of 
the few is that of Howard, Dukes of Norfolk, 


What concerns us is, whether "Walter Aston, now in the West 
Indies", as recorded in the Visitation of London, was one and the same 
as Walter Aston of Virginia,1634. 


For many years, especially in England, North America was sup- 
posed to be @ group of islands much like the British I8les- two large 
islands surrounded by a lot of smaller ones, one of the large ones 
being Virginia, the other Canada, What gave rise to this- or rather 
whakxiendedxtoxthexexriginaixbeticfxerxfsiumbusx what>seemed to add 
proof to the belief of Columbus that America was merely a group of 
Islands between Europe and India, was the fact that at the time Hudson 
entered the river to which he gave his name, Champlain came down from 
the St.Lawrence and fought the Ir@quois Indians (the New York Indians) 
on Lake Champlain. So it was believed that the great rivers of Hudson 
and St.Lawrence were merely outlets from the long-sought "South Sea", 


Ap late as December 3,1668, a group of Londonberry men is- 
sued a power of attorney to Anthony Lawson "for Virginia and other parts 


of the West Indies. This was recorded in Lower Norfolk,Virginia in 1669, 
(Lower Norfolk Antiquary,Vol.1 p.47) 


When it is remembered that the Herald who ee Walter 
Aston in the West Indies, was the same one who gave him th t grand 
father in the Visitation of London, it is safe to assume that tkxmas 
txxuxiguaransexs{Lx geese xxkhatxegreiessxkeraiegxiocatedxWaiirer 
six¥irginia thru ignirance of geography , that careless Herald recorded 
Walter of Virginia, as "now in the West Indies," 
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